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Tomorrow, morning showers 

with a high of 66.
Thursday, few showers and a 

high of 70.

FROM TOPOLOGY TO HOUSE TOPS
UTM Math prof. John Schommer 

shares his interests in math, Habitat 

for Humanity with The Pacer
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Peers Advocating Respectful 

Relationships helps students identify 

problems with relationships, alcohol 

abuse
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‘Hawks lend 
helping hand

Three UTM students 
opened  art shows last 
week

Soccer give to children 
at Ayers Childrens 
Medical Center

Console 
Wars

The five 
biggest

causes of 
college 

stress are

1
2
3
4
5

peer pressure
competition
separation from family
freedom
choosing a major/career{

Source: University of Wisconsin-Platteville

If you’re going to decide 
on a gaming console, 
now is the time

ART GALORE

Costs of Monitoring Students 

As passed by the Tennessee Senate, a new state law would 
require Tennessee universities to monitor their computer 
network resources for copyright infringement, including 
illegal downloading.

   Estimated cost to the UT  
   System:  initially $200,000, plus  

   a recurring salary of $75,000 for  
   a full-time staff position.

Estimated cost to the Tennessee Board 
of Regents:  initially $9.3 million for 
software and hardware, plus the recurring 
salaries of 21 staff positions — 

$6.5 million.

Alan Fram
AP Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
College kids are so frazzled 
they can’t sleep or eat. Or 
study. Good grief, they’re 
even anxious about spring 
break.

Most students in U.S. 
colleges are just plain 
stressed out, from 
everyday worries about 
grades and relationships 
to darker thoughts of 
suicide, according to a 
poll of undergraduates 
from coast to coast. The 
survey was conducted for 
The Associated Press and 
mtvU, a television network 
available at many colleges 
and universities.

Four in 10 students say 
they endure stress often. 
Nearly one if five say they 
feel it all or most of the 
time.

But most are bearing it. 
Nearly two-thirds in the 
survey say they enjoy life.

Majorities cite classic 
stress symptoms including 
trouble concentrating, 
sleeping and finding 
motivation. Most say they 
have also been agitated, 
worried, too tired to work.

“Everything is being 
piled on at once,” said 
Chris Curran, a junior 
at the Albany College of 
Pharmacy in Albany, N.Y. 
He said he has learned to 

cope better since starting 
school. “You just get really 
agitated and anxious. Then 
you start procrastinating, 
and it all piles up.”

Many cite eating problems 
and say they have felt 
lonely, depressed, like they 
are failures. Substantial 
numbers are even concerned 
about spring break, chiefly 
not having enough money 
or being in good physical 
shape.

More than a quarter of the 
students sometimes think 
they should cut down on 
drinking or going out. A 
third say they sometimes 
want to use drugs or 
alcohol to relax. About 
15 percent say they’re at 
least somewhat concerned 
about drinking too much 
on spring break.

One in five say they 
have felt too stressed to 
do schoolwork or be with 
friends. About the same 
number say things have 
been so bad in the past 
three months that they 
have seriously considered 
dropping out of school.

Darker still, about one in 
six say they have friends 
who in the past year have 
discussed committing 
suicide, and about one in 
10 say they have seriously 
considered it themselves. 
Friends have actually tried 
to end their lives in that 
time, one in 10 say.

In this ocean of campus 
anxiety, 13 percent say they 
have been diagnosed with 
a mental health condition 
such as depression or an 
anxiety disorder.

Of that group, two-thirds 
say they always or usually 
follow their treatment, 
one-tenth say they have 
been unable to stick to it, 
and the rest are not on a 
plan. The perils of halting 
treatment were highlighted 
last month when police 
said the girlfriend of Steven 
Kazmierczak, who fatally 
shot five people and then 
himself at Northern Illinois 
University, told them he had 
stopped taking medication.

All is not doom and gloom 
for today’s students.

Six in 10 in the survey 
say they are usually 
hopeful and enjoy life. 
Half even concede they 
feel understood by their 
families.

“I enjoy college, I’m 
enjoying my experiences,” 
said Emily McMahan, a 
University of Cincinnati 
junior.

Even so, the survey 
shows plenty of sources of 
stress, led by the seven in 
10 students who attribute 
it to school work and 
grades. Financial problems 
are close behind, while 
relationships and dating, 
family problems and 
extracurricular activities 

all are named by half as 
adding pressure.

College women have a 
more stressful existence 
than men, with 45 percent 
of females and 34 percent 
of males saying they 
face pressure often. The 
youngest students cite 
frequent stress most often. 
Whites report more stress 
than blacks and Hispanics.

From schoolwork to 
dating, women are likelier 
than men to say they 
experience pressure from 
virtually every potential 
source of distress in the 
survey. Six in 10 women 
and just four in 10 men 
say family issues cause 
problems, though the 
differences between the 
sexes in most areas are 
slimmer.

The future doesn’t look 
any easier.

Besides balancing her 

Poll: Stress hurts motivation for many college students

UTM not 
immune from 
college stress 
problems
Elaine Wilson and Heather 

Peterson
Pacer Writers

Stress.
The very word gets 

everyone’s attention. Look 
at the average American’s 
lifestyle: less personal 
or family time and more 
extracurricular activi-
ties than ever to keep you 
moving at a frantic pace, 
even on weekends. College 
students in general are 
stressed out, as a recent 
AP-mtvU poll shows, and 
UT Martin offers no haven 
from the rigors of higher 
ed.

Some UTM students deal 
with long commutes, long 
work hours, less personal 
time, less time spent eating 
together around the family 
table—often with a TV blar-
ing—and more divorce and 
single-parent households.

Compounding the unique 
stress problem at UTM is 
that a disproportionate 
number of students here 
are first-generation college 
students.

Because this “college” 
thing is so unique, parents 
don’t know how to effec-
tively counsel them.

A third of college stu-
dents nationwide turn to 
drugs or alcohol sometimes 
to cope; some UTM stu-
dents have other, healthier 
outlets.

But that doesn’t mean 
they’re immune from the 
often-misunderstood chal-
lenges of college life.

“Stress comes from bal-
ancing class, work and a 
job,” said senior broadcast-
ing major Artis Merritt.

Merritt said he copes 
by doing what he loves—
drawing, watching TV and 
hanging out.

Freshman business major 
Chad Holmes said he copes 
by lying by a fire.

But Holmes added, 
“Homework ruins my life.”

Others turn to music and 
creativity.

“Primarily my stress 
comes from studying,” said 
Scott DeWaters.

AP

During the past three months … 

Coping in college
4-in-10 students said they 
frequently experienced stress daily, 
while one-third wanted to use 
alcohol or drugs to relax.

… have you felt like you needed to cut 
down on drinking or going out?

Never/rarely At least sometimes

69 28

… have you wanted to use 
alcohol or drugs to relax?
67 33

Never/rarely At least sometimes

Never
Rarely

Sometimes
Frequently

3 15 41 39

… how often have you experienced 
stress in your daily life?

… have you felt so stressed that you 
couldn’t get your school work done?

44 19 35

Once or 
twice

Not 
at all

Several 
times

— See ‘UTM Stress’
on Page 6

Senate passes bill to crack down on student downloading

— See ‘Stress’ on Page 5

AP

During the past year … 

11

87 82

16

… have any of your 
friends talked about 

wanting to end their life?

… have any of your 
friends made a 

suicide attempt?

Yes

No

9

89

… have you seriously 
thought about ending 

your life?

About 1-in-10 college students said they
thought about committing suicide.

Will York
Senior Reporter

Legislation that would 
prevent Tennessee college 
students from using their 
schools’ computer networks 
to illegally download 
copyrighted material—such 
as music and movies—
passed a vote in the Senate 
on Monday.

Now the bill requiring all 
publicly funded colleges 
and universities in the state 
to develop and post an 
ethics policy that describes 
penalties for using software 
to pirate music and movies—
including posting signs 
and reminders to students 
about the policy—heads 
for a vote on Wednesday 

in the House Education 
Committee.

The bill would also require 
universities to “thoroughly 
analyze” its computer 
networks to determine 
whether they are being 
used to illegally transmit 
copyrighted works and use 
monitoring and blocking 
software to reduce illegal 
downloading.

It passed in the Senate 
29-0.

Tennessee universities 
rank among the top in the 
nation for illegal music and 
video downloading using 
the popular peer-to-peer 
file-sharing protocol.

The University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville 
ranks fourth nationally 

in terms of illegal music 
downloading, according to 
the most recent statistics 
from the Recording 
Industry Association of 
America, a record label 
trade group.

The RIAA last year filed 
lawsuits against 2,465 
students and reached out-
of-court settlements with 
2,300 more.

Vanderbilt ranked 
sixth in illegal movie 
downloading, according to 
the Motion Picture Artists 
of America. The MPAA 
said in 2006 that it mailed 
860 copyright infringement 
notifications to the private 
Nashville university and 
527 to Tennessee-Knoxville, 
which also made its top 25 

list.
The bill’s original 

language was harsher—
and impossible, according 
to the colleges’ copyright 
attorneys—and required 
universities to more closely 
police students’ online 
behavior using filters and 
software, potentially at 
high costs.

The amended bill does 
require institutions with 50 
or more notices of copyright 
infringement over its 
networks within a year to 
submit a report outlining 
what steps they will take to 
curb illegal downloading.

The House version of 

Students Behind Bars
Angel Harris and Walter 

Harris
Pacer Writers

TIPTONVILLE, Tenn. 
— Some of the newest 
UT Martin students don’t 
trounce around the Quad, 
lunch at off-campus pizza 
dives or complain about 
slow elevators.

Instead, they worry about 
not being caught up in gang 
fights as they pass by row 
upon row of cells—books 
in hand—on the way to 
their English class.

UT Martin and the 
Tennessee Department 
of Correction began a 
partnership three years 
ago, thanks to a pilot 
federal grant program, that 
allows prisoners younger 
than 25 to take history and 

English—for UTM credit—
if they are within five years 
of their release date.

Studies have shown that 
ex-offenders who pursue 
degrees after their release 
are less likely to repeat their 
crimes once they return 
home. 

When the program began, 
UTM staff offered classes 
and training seminars via 
interactive video, but the 
partnership has evolved 
into this pioneering 
federal program which has 
dedicated UTM instructors 
Brent Cox and Leslie 
LaChance as participating 
educators. 

All 13 students in Dr. 
Leslie LaChance’s English 
class are highly motivated, 
well-behaved and self-
driven, despite some of 

them being convicted for 
violent crimes. 

LaChance’s students all 
have strong backgrounds in 
writing and are passing her 
class, LaChance said, and 
she said she hopes to return 
during the fall semester so 
that she can continue the 
education of her students 
with an English 110 course, 
a remedial course preceding 
freshman composition. 

“My personal reward is 
when I see these students 
making a lot of progress 
and I know that I am 
helping them to start anew,” 
LaChance said.

Instructor Brent Cox 
teaches History 201 to 16 
students at the Northwest 
Correctional Complex in 
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— See ‘Behind Bars’

on Page 4

— See ‘Downloading’
on Page 6
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Cartoony Commentary By: Eric White

Editorial:  
Our View

A
s there is so often 

a division amongst 

students (whether it 

be based on conflicts between 

majors, greek organizations 

or student organizations), the 

one aspect of college life that 

binds us all is the financial 

one. Whether you’re receiving 

scholarships, financial aid or 

paying your tuition out of 

pocket, we as students have 

all been coldly introduced to 

the bottom line. 

And so often, many of us 

squander our precious time 

and money by skipping 

class. When our professors 

cancel classes, we’re often 

celebratory.

But what if that kept 

happening? What if the 

professor continued to 

cancel sessions throughout 

the semester, leaving you 

uncertain about due dates 

and, worst of all, feeling like 

your scholarship money is 

going toward nothing or 

your college savings are 

being squandered. 

We here at The Pacer believe 

that if an attendance policy 

is issued by a professor, then 

they must be just as willing to 

abide by those policies as the 

students. Many professors 

who abuse their right to 

cancel class are faulty in 

their belief that all students 

are willing to disregard the 

course at the moment of a 

cancellation.

Students are, after all, 

consumers. A professor 

canceling their course 

repeatedly is analogous to 

a newspaper that wasn’t 

delivered, a restaurant dinner 

never served or paying for 

gas only to discover that 

the pump is empty. In other 

words, it’s theft of time and 

money.

We’re not saying that 

professors are thieves for 

canceling class every once in 

a while. Sometimes, having 

a free day without skipping 

can be quite therapeutic, 

for professors as well as 

students. If it happens time 

and time again, however, 

then what is the point of 

college? 

As consumers, students 

are paying to learn. The 

professor is paid by the 

institution to assist the 

student in furthering their 

education; the instructor is 

there to help. If the instructor 

isn’t there, however, then the 

thousands of dollars we’re 

paying per semester to attend 

class goes totally to waste. 

At The Pacer, we hope that 

professors of our institution 

don’t plan on sweeping their 

students aside. Like snow 

days, we all love class can-

cellations; but unlike snow 

days, we don’t have days set 

aside to make classes up. 

As an aside, we also encour-

age our fellow students to 

remember what they came 

to college for; when it comes 

to professors canceling class, 

only the students can say 

when to draw the line.     

Class cancellations bothersome to some

Pregnant?

You had plans...
A baby wasn’t one of them…
                        We can help.

Agape Medical Clinic

Free Pregnancy Testing All Services are Confidential

210 Oakland St.
Martin, TN 38237

731-588-0305
800-805-9722
800-395-HELP

 Unexpected?

WWW.PREGNANCYMYCHOICE.COM

Baitu By: Charles Brubaker

The Pummeling Pen Stop texting during class

Be warned: I am going 

to be a traitor to my own 

generation, and I don’t care 

if you dislike what I have to 

say because I truly believe 

that my stance in this col-

umn will be reflective of 

the voices of students across 

this campus.

During my English 365 

class on Monday morning, 

the girl sitting to my imme-

diate left was incomprehen-

sibly rude and inconsider-

ate to both the teacher and 

her fellow students as she 

incessantly typed away on 

her cell phone. Text messag-

ing every available second 

during a professor’s lecture 

is rude. I could not help 

but feel livid at the disdain 

being demonstrated by a 

fellow student towards the 

subject matter being pre-

sented by our professor. 

As if I was not perturbed 

enough by this tap, tap, tap-

ing to my left, but I felt as 

if I did not get my money’s 

worth of an education that I 

am paying for by her need 

to constantly text message 

and flip open her phone to 

check and see if someone, 

anyone had answered the 

text messages she sent out.

I have not been fortunate 

enough to be recognized 

by the illustrious state of 

Tennessee to be seen as wor-

thy enough to receive the 

lottery scholarship; thus, I 

have to take out loans to 

pay for an education that 

is slowly being corroded 

away by the likes of air 

heads who feel so inclined 

as to repetitively type use-

less information during 

times when they should 

be demonstrating even a 

feigned interest in the sub-

ject matter for the class that 

day. Otherwise, why even 

bother wasting the profes-

sor’s, mine or your time 

by coming to class only as 

an empty shell who offers 

nothing substantial or 

meaningful to the existence 

of the atmosphere of the 

classroom beyond a drone 

like typing on a cell phone 

during a time when man-

ners should supersede any 

urgent text messaging.

For all the text messag-

ers out there who follow 

in the same path as the 

uninterested English stu-

dent, be aware that people 

abhor your completely tax-

ing behavior as it interferes 

with us too each and every 

time you pull a phone out 

of your pocket, flip it open 

(even if for a second) and 

begin typing away. We 

all deserve and want bet-

ter: do us a favor and quit 

showing up for classes that 

we pay for when you aren’t 

going to do anything worth 

a damn. 

I’m sure the professors 

would be just as glad you 

weren’t there either because 

that is one less blank stare 

they have to tolerate or one 

less cover up they have to 

take heed of each and every 

time a phone is checked 

as the owner tries to be 

inconspicuous but fails to 

take into consideration that 

these college professors are 

intelligent and consciously 

aware individuals. If they 

weren’t aware the first time, 

I’m sure the professors will 

begin to notice when it hap-

pens more often than you 

care to acknowledge.

I’m fed up with text mes-

saging during class, and I 

will demand a refund the 

next time I’m subjected to 

this kind of abuse of my 

educational investment 

because I appreciate the 

value of my degree and 

loathe the idea that you can 

be so inclined to devalue 

my experience whenever 

you feel the need to send 

a text message (or two or 

fifty) as it impedes on my 

rights as a student

Sara M. 
McIntosh 
Viewpoints 
Editor
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In the Counselor’s Corner: Taming the Stress Beast!
If you are alive, you 

are probably stressed.  If 

you are a college student, 

you are almost definitely 

stressed.  There is never 

enough time or money, 

people disappoint us and 

we disappoint ourselves, 

and truly awful events, 

like the death of a loved 

one, may occur at any time.  

Even wonderful things like 

weddings and birthdays 

can create stress.  What can 

you do to handle the stress 

that inevitably will come 

your way?

Cope Actively.  Develop 

your information-gathering 

and decision-making 

abilities.  If a family 

member is diagnosed with 

a serious illness, use the 

research skills you have 

been learning as a college 

student and educate 

yourself about the problem.  

If you keep over-drawing 

your checkbook, talk to 

someone who is good at 

money management and 

figure out a different way 

to handle your account.  

If you are upset because 

you don’t understand what 

you are supposed to do on 

an assignment, see your 

professor during office 

hours and ask him or her 

to clarify the project.

Manage Your Lifestyle.  
This is especially crucial 

if you are under chronic 

stress (for example, if your 

family is creating problems) 

or if you are approaching a 

stressful time, such as final 

exams.  It is difficult to 

keep a regular routine, get 

enough sleep, eat nutritious 

food and exercise under 

those conditions, but the 

benefits in terms of your 

ability to handle stress are 

enormous. If you tend to 

be a high-anxiety person, 

consider incorporating a 

relaxation strategy such 

as meditation, yoga or 

breathing exercises into 

your daily routine before 

problems arise.

Use Self-Soothing and 
Distraction in a Healthy 
Way.  We all tend to soothe 

our anxiety with negative 

habits, such as eating too 

much or too little, drinking 

to excess or procrastinating.  

These habits are highly 

reinforcing because they 

result in an immediate 

reduction in anxiety, but 

in the long run, they create 

more stress.  Instead, you 

can use healthier ways to 

accomplish the same goal:  

take a limited study break 

and play a video game for 

an hour, plan a fun activity 

with friends after you 

finish your English paper, 

excuse yourself from a 

stressful family event to go 

walk the dog, take up a 

hobby that you enjoy or just 

concentrate on the positive 

things in your life.

M a ke S o c i a l 
Connections.   Depending 

on your personality, you 

may find that talking to 

friends or family is a great 

stress reliever.  Do take 

the time to think about 

whether you are choosing 

the right person for the 

situation.  Your friend 

who loves to party may 

not be the best choice for 

encouragement when you 

are trying to prepare for 

exams, and your critical 

sister may add to your 

stress if you try to discuss 

your troubled relationship 

with her.  Women tend to 

seek social connection to 

relieve stress more than 

men.  Make an effort to be 

aware of what works best 

to lower your anxiety, and 

don’t assume that it is the 

same for others.  Research 

does tell us that those 

with a support network 

of friends and mentors 

generally cope better with 

stress than those who are 

more isolated.  

Get Help Before You 
Get Overwhelmed.  
Sometimes a session or two 

of counseling will help you 

to get through a stressful 

time, or you may want to 

work with a counselor to 

learn a variety of stress 

management techniques 

that will help you to handle 

things.  Make a mental list 

of the people and things 

that can benefit you if you 

need some assistance – 

your advisor, your parents 

or partner, self-help 

groups such as Alcoholics 

Anonymous or Al-Anon 

for family members, the 

Student Success Center, 

the Counseling Center, 

the Writing Lab and 

many other campus and 

community resources.  

Don’t forget to give yourself 

some encouragement and 

to keep your problems in 

perspective.  Tell yourself, 

“I can cope,” “This won’t 

last forever,” “Things will 

be okay,” and “I can find 

help if I need it.”   You can 

cope, the stress won’t last 

forever, things will be okay, 

and there is plenty of help 

available if you are willing 

to ask.

Dr. Jennifer 
Levy-Peck,  
Director of 
Counseling 
Center

SUBMIT! 
The Pacer 

Facebook: The “Gossip Column” of online media

It is a fact that the 

newspaper is a dying 

media and that people 

rely more on television or 

Internet for news updates, 

but when it comes to news 

around campus it seems 

that people trust Facebook. 

In online media, Facebook 

could be considered the 

gossip column. By having 

a mini news feed on their 

homepage, people can even 

customize what they want 

to hear about and what they 

don’t. From what events 

someone is attending to 

who they are friends with, 

it’s all laid out on the news 

feed for those who know 

them to view.  

New developments in 

the privacy settings on 

Facebook have had several 

students upset at the 

lack of information now 

available to them about 

their “friends.” While it 

is supposed to be a safety 

precaution and can be 

changed by altering one’s 

personal privacy settings, I 

for one feel that the shield 

of information is going a 

little far. 

To quote and agree with 

my friend Rachal Stephens, 

who posted a note on her 

Facebook page asking 

all her friends to fix the 

privacy settings so that she 

would be able to view the 

information, “I just like to 

know what you like. That 

way I can see when your 

favorite movie changes 

from Braveheart to The 

Brave Little Toaster.” The 

privacy change shields 

users from viewing such 

trivial things as a person’s 

favorite movie to more 

appropriate obscuring of 

things like events they will 

be attending.  Many people 

never even realized that the 

privacy settings underwent 

this change. 

For the majority of 

Facebook users, the news 

feed and access to such 

information is what they 

like about the networking 

site. The bit of local news 

that lets them know who 

are together, who is having 

a bad day and when things 

are going on is what makes 

Facebook such a hit. We 

all know we log on and 

change our status to let 

our friends know that we 

are going somewhere or 

that we just failed a test or 

whatever and this loss of 

information has me for one 

a little upset. Personally, 

I don’t add friends to my 

Facebook that I don’t want 

to see such information and 

the only privacy setting I 

think should be required is 

one that keeps those not on 

my friends list from seeing 

my information. 

It has been true since 

news was given by word 

of mouth and holds true 

today, we get our news 

from whatever source 

tells us what we want to 

hear.  While it seems the 

webs “gossip column” has 

attempted to allow people 

their privacy, I believe that 

it is a lost cause because the 

gossip is what people want 

to hear. 

Gas prices lacking unformity much to dismay of consumer

With gas prices sky-

rocketing through the 

“roof,” people are trying 

to find ways to get around 

the price gouge at the 

pumps. Having owned a 

“gas guzzler,” I know how 

it is to have to worry about 

spending 40 or more dollars 

at the gas pump a week. 

Some people may even 

have to fill up two or three 

times a week. This can 

really cut into someone’s 

budget, especially if they 

are a college student who 

has to either rely on their 

parents or a part-time job 

for their income. 

Since the price of gas is 

likely to reach record highs 

over the summer, it is 

difficult for a person to even 

think of going anywhere on 

vacation, because the bulk 

of their spending money 

will be put on gas. I know 

that after I graduate this 

semester I plan to spend 

most of my time working, 

because I need the money 

to put on gas so that I can 

either make it to work the 

next day or drive to the 

Buffalo River to canoe. I 

believe that these prices are 

starting to make everyone 

a little worried, especially 

when there may be no 

tangible reason for the 

prices to go up.

While I was talking to 

a friend of mine one day, 

the price of gas came up. 

She asked me whether or 

not I knew the reason for 

the sudden increase in the 

cost, I didn’t. I think this 

is because there was no 

reason, sometimes we hear 

on the news that an oil rig 

caught on fire or something 

major has happened to one 

of the oil companies. But 

lately I have been noticing 

that prices have been going 

up with pretty much no 

reason at all. While driving 

through any city, a person 

will see many different 

places to buy gas; he or she 

will often notice that each 

of these stores will vary in 

prices from 1-2 cents to 5 

or ten.

I believe that this is a 

major problem that people 

have with the gas prices. 

Why can’t all of these 

places have the same price? 

I understand the change 

from state to state, but when 

a person goes from one 

store to the next and each 

store has varying prices it 

can be a little frustrating. I 

know many people who do 

not truly understand the 

reasoning behind the many 

different gas prices, if there 

is even one at all. While it 

seems that there is no end 

in sight to the rising gas 

prices we can only hope 

that jobs start paying more 

to cover the cost of living. 

Ashley 
Totty 
Editorial 
Assistant

Kirby 
McBride 
Copy Editor
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NO SALES TAX COUPON
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE 

UTM STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF 

*********************************************************

WEAKLEY COUNTY MOTORS 

841 N. LINDELL ST -- MARTIN -- 587-3141 

email:  wcmotors@charterbn.com 

www.goauto2.com

**Coupon valid for current UTM Students, Faculty & Staff on auto repair 

services. Must present coupon and UTM ID to Service Advisor at time of 

service write-up.  Not valid on prior services.

Limited time offer. Offer available on most models.

           Washington,DC

Travel Course

     Pol.Sci 467 -May 11-17
3 hr. credit.-Fall 2008

First Twenty students paid deposits.

$750 - Room (4 to room), transportation and

admissions. Does not cover individual meals.

See Congress in action, Arlington Cemetery,

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers, the

Supreme Court, the Vietnam Memorial,

Washington, Lincoln and Jefferson

Monuments, the Smithsonian Museums, the 

WWII Memorial and much more.

Course credit awarded in the fall semester.

No prerequisites required.

$100 deposit by April 18. Balance by May

2nd.

For more info contact Dr. Richard Chesteen

by email at rchestee@utm.edu. or 881-7473

or contact Lt. Darrell Simmons at

dsimmons@utm.edu or 881-7784.

Elaine Wilson

Pacer Writer

Mathematics has always 
been a cornerstone in the life 
of Professor of Mathematics 
John Schommer’s life. He 
utilizes his broad gifts at 
UTM teaching Math 130, 
The Nature of Mathematics 
and Math 140, College 
Algebra.

However, as it turns out, 
math was not a subject that 
came easily to him. “Math 
was my worst subject in 
college, the only subject I 
ever came close to failing. 
That’s not to say I have no 
talent for it – obviously I do. 
But it was the only subject I 
really had to work at in col-
lege. My attraction to math 
is its mixture of beauty and 
difficulty. I study it not 
because I find it easy, but 
because I find it hard.”

Dr. Schommer joined 
the UT Martin faculty in 
1994. He has taught at the 
University of New Orleans, 
Duke University, and Ohio 
University. He also spent 
two years teaching math 
at Central Catholic High 
School in Portland, Oregon, 
where he also served as the 
boys’ tennis coach. 

Here at UTM, Schommer 
has taught a broad spec-
trum of regular courses, 
from remedial math to real 
analysis, maintained an 
active program of math-
ematical research in the 
field of topology, , served 
as an advisor for the UTM 
Mathematical Society and 
chaired department com-

mittees. He is a member of 
the UT Board of Trustees, 
a member of the Faculty 
Senate, Faculty Relations 
Committee, Senate Library 
Committee, and serves as 
Faculty Advisor for UTM 
Habitat for Humanity.

Throughout his career he 
has demonstrated a dedica-
tion to teaching, particu-
larly in his efforts to make 
math more accessible and 
more easily understood 
by both majors and non-
majors. 

“In our technological age, 
mathematics – the very lan-
guage of science – is more 
important than it’s ever 
been. The average person 
might even agree, but in 
the same way that he might 
also agree with a nutrition-
ist who tells him that a 
lot of his favorite foods are 
bad for him. A nutritionist 
might be able to convince 
him that a rice cake is bet-
ter than a bowl of ice cream 
before bed; but nothing shy 
of a heart attack is going to 
stop him from eating that 
bowl of ice cream,” said 
Schommer. “The average 
person these days might 
readily concede that he and 
his fellow citizens know 
woefully little mathemat-
ics in this age of science; 
but that doesn’t make him 
any more eager to learn 
mathematics. It doesn’t 
matter that the National 
Association of Colleges 
and Employers reports that 
math majors going directly 
into the job market earn 
almost 38% more than the 

average undergraduate. 
Math is just too hard and 
requires too much self-dis-
cipline. It’s hard to get past 
that.”

He and his wife Anne, and 
their daughter Mary, whom 
they traveled to China to 
adopt, are active members 
of St. Jude’s Catholic Church 
in Martin. Dr. Schommer 
chairs the Jackson Deanery 
Development Committee 
for Social Ministries and 
serves as treasurer for the 
Weakley County affiliate 
of Habitat for Humanity. 
He is also a member of 
the Tennessee Academy 
of Science, the American 
Mathematical Society, and 
the Fellowship of Catholic 
Scholars.

Although the times have 
certainly changed since 
he was a student studying 
secondary education at the 
University of New Orleans 
in the late 70s, Schommer 
doesn’t see a great change 
in people. 

“I don’t think students 
have changed much in the 
years I’ve been teaching. 
There are more non-tradi-
tional students these days, 
but that’s about it. I was cer-
tainly every bit as bad with 
time management during 
my freshman year as the 
college freshmen I know 
today. Time management 
is one of those things you 
just get better at with time. 
My high school preparation 
might have been a bit better 
than my current students.”

Math professor discusses life, math

Heather McLean

Pacer Writer

It’s March of your sopho-
more year, and as the tem-
perature begins to rise, 
you get excited about your 
upcoming summer vaca-
tion, but this turns to fear 
when you realize you have 
no idea what you are going 
to do this summer.

You could take summer 
classes, but that takes more 
money. You could move 
home, but that thought 
quickly leaves your mind. 

Then it hits you – intern-
ship.  Now where do you 
begin to find one?

Fortunately, UTM has 
experts who will be glad to 
help you find that perfect 
internship. 

“I highly encourage 

everyone to look for intern-
ships, even if your major 
doesn’t require one. There 
are lots of great opportuni-
ties available,” said Terry 
Duncan, UTM Student 
Success Center Career 
Counselor.

Duncan has helped 
numerous students find 
internships. He starts the 
process by finding out 
what type of experience 
the student needs. Then 
he puts together a strat-
egy and a list of people 
for the student to contact.  
When contacting possible 
employers, Duncan tells 
students to simply ask if 
there are any opportunities 
for internships. If not, ask 
if they know of anyone else 
who might have an oppor-
tunity.

“The internship won’t 
come to you, you have to go 
to the internship,” Duncan 
says.

There are several other 
strategies to finding intern-
ships that Duncan uses. 
Contacting professional 
organizations that relate 
to your major are very 
helpful in finding intern-
ships. If you are looking 
at living in a specific area, 
check the classified sec-
tion of the city’s newspaper 
for internship positions. 
Sometimes you can create 
your own internship with 
an employer just by asking. 
Going to campus career 
fairs and contacting com-
panies represented there 
are also great ways to find 
internships. Duncan has 
also found internships for 

students using the inter-
net. MonsterTRAK.com, 
CareerBuilder.com, vault.
com, and usajobs.gov are 
all Web sites that he fre-
quently uses.

Employment Information 
Services is another helpful 
resource on campus.

“You need some type of 
experience. You learn a lot 
of things just from work-
ing,” says Candace Goad, 
Director of Employment 
Information Services.

Her office receives intern-
ship applications each week. 
She sends them to the cor-
relating academic adviser 
and also files them in her 
office. Goad recommends 
talking with your aca-
demic adviser about find-
ing an internship. You can 
also go to the Employment 

Information Services office 
on the second floor of 
Boling University Center 
and check the internship 
files.

Now that you have found 
the perfect internship, what 
steps should you take to 
apply?

“Have your resume updat-
ed and keep it updated.  If 
an opportunity comes up, 
you can quickly respond to 
it,” Goad said.

Both the Employment 
Information Services and 
the Student Success Center 
can help students work 
on resumes, cover letters, 
and even do mock inter-
views. Make sure you have 
an appropriate voicemail, 
email address, Facebook 
page, Myspace Web site, 
and even blogs. Employers 

pay attention to anything 
that can give them insight 
into who you are as a per-
son.

Some other details to 
look at before applying 
for an internship are:  pay, 
housing, cost of living in 
the area, school credit, 
required paper work and 
job expectations. Duncan 
also helps students look at 
these details.

“It is good to have some-
one you can talk to about 
what you are interested in 
and help you research,” he 
said.

With the help of campus 
career success offices, your 
academic adviser and your 
own research, you are well 
on your way to finding 
your perfect internship.

Landing great internships made easier for students with campus resources

Jay Baker

Managing/News Editor

Tom i  Pa r r i sh , 
Communications instruc-
tor and adviser of The 
Spirit, proposed a referen-
dum to the SGA Senate last 
Wednesday. 

The proposed referen-
dum would reduce the 
current yearbook fee from 
$8.50 a semester to $7 a 
semester and change it to 
a student publications fee. 
With that change, Parrish 
would oversee the change 
of the yearbook from the 
traditional hard-cover book 
to a soft-cover think mag-
azine accompanied by an 
interactive Web site.

Parrish said the site 
would be updated monthly 
and the magazine would be 
printed either annually or 
once every semester.

Senator Beau Grant said 
that while he disagrees 
with the change, most sen-
ators he spoke with were in 
favor of it.

“I would want the tra-
ditional hard-back year-
book,” said Grant. “We 
already pay so much we 
might as well pay for the 
eight dollars.”

Parrish said that the 

magazine would give com-
munications and English 
students the chance to gain 
valuable experience writing 
features for a magazine.

The proposal needs 250 
student signatures by 
Friday March 28 to make 
it on to the ballot this year. 
Parrish said that if it does 
not make it on to the ballot 
for this year’s election, she 
will consider bringing it up 
again next year.

“Regardless of whether 
the yearbook fee referen-
dum appears on the ballot 
this year, we remain com-
mitted to finishing not only 
what we’ve started, but also 
to further developing the 
yearbook Web site,” Parrish 
said. “Students go online 
for nearly everything, so 
we believe we should be 
giving them more oppor-
tunities online to interact 
with and get information 
about their UT Martin 
yearbooks.”

Parrish then gave an 
update on the status of the 
2006, 2007 and 2008 year-
books, saying that the 2006 
yearbook will arrive in May 
while the 2007 and 2008 
books will arrive this sum-
mer. She explained vari-
ous problems with staffing 

and cooperation from non-
greek organizations, both 
of which have contributed 
to delays in production.

“I think she needs to find 
people that are a reliable 
staff to make sure that this 
book gets printed every 
year,” said Grant.

The Senate also voted 
by voice not to impeach 
Senator Kim Whitaker. 
When given a chance to 
speak Whitaker waved a 
thick folder she said con-
tained numerous doctors’ 
notes and explained that 
her absences were due to 
medical reasons which she 
would not disclose.

John Abel, Assistant 
Director of the University 
Center, unveiled a new 
design for the Skyhawk 
card which features a pic-
ture of the library in the 
background.

“The new design is a lot 
more professional ... it looks 
more up to date than the 
older design,” said Grant.

Steve Vantrease, Interim 
Vice Chancellor and SGA 
adviser, briefed the students 
on a Faculty Senate plan 
to add “S,” for satisfactory, 
and “U,” for unsatisfactory, 
as acceptable grade options 
for midterm grades.

SGA senate hears yearbook proposal Behind Bars: Continued from Cover

Tiptonville, about 35 miles 
west of Martin.

Cox said his students are 
very enthusiastic and well-
prepared.

“They read the text from 
cover to cover and they pose 
questions that are very spe-
cific,” Cox said. “They have 
led me to research topics 
that have not been expected 
and that is good. This class 
is progressive and we are 
moving according to their 
desire to learn more and to 
master the subject matter.”

Cox said two of his stu-
dents are already talking 
with Austin Peay State 
University and Middle 
Tennessee State about con-
tinuing their education 
after they’re released.

“They really want to 
rise from the prison and 
re-enter the outside with 

enthusiasm and progress,” 
Cox said. “I feel that this 
will happen and I am 
devoted to helping them 
prepare themselves.  I love 
all my students and I want 
to see them all succeed.”

He noted the tradition of 
educating prisoners pre-
dates the United States’ 
independence.

William Penn and the 
Society of Friends advocat-
ed teaching to prisoners as 
an attempt to reform them.

Many of the students 
polled last week—not 
dressed in Skyhawk regalia 
but rather gray-blue jump-
suits—said they’re interest-
ed in pursuing degrees in 
business after their release.

Some, like Matthew 
Lively, want to open their 
own businesses someday.

Other students want to 

use the classes to move for-
ward and better their lives 
by getting an education. 

“My goals in taking these 
courses are to further my 
education and move ahead 
from this point in life 
where I’m at right now,” 
said inmate Jason Beaver. 
“The most important thing 
I’ve learned is that life is 
not shaped by destiny, but 
rather it is formed by the 
choices we make.”

UTM director for degree 
programs and distance 
learning echoed the 
inmates’ sentiments.

“The program is an excel-
lent example of what can 
be accomplished when two 
state entities get together 
to forge new relationships 
and create new programs,” 
Crapo said.

utmpacer.com

more 
updates

still no 
paper cuts

...

more 
content

Prisoners at the Northwest Correctional Complex are able to take college class-
es through a special partnership with UTM. After release, students will be able to 
continue studying at UTM to earn a degree. (Pacer Photo/Paula Kennedy)

:-( Got something to say? :-(

:-) Submit a letter to the editor :-) 

<www.utmpacer.com>
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In a world where everyone is running...

...We set the pace.

Our Web site has up-to-the-minute 
breaking news updates, all of the week’s 
stories, a weekly poll, and user message 

boards. 

utmpacer.com

Register TODAY

The Pacer | Setting the pace of news since 1928

David Hampton

Arts & Entertainment Editor

College students must make 
decisions ranging from choosing 
a major to choosing where to go 
on the weekends. 

There are, however, far more 
serious decisions to be made, 
such as those involving relation-
ships and alcohol use. 

One student organization at 
UT Martin—Peers Advocating 
Respectful Relationships, or 
PARR—seeks to aid in educating 
students about how to approach 
such decisions, along with how 
to respond when circumstances 
lead to a bad situation. 

The group seeks to inform stu-
dents about unhealthy relation-
ships and how to identify them, 
along with advocating respon-
sible alcohol use. The group 
also informs students of how to 
avoid the risks that are associated 
with social settings where heavy 
drinking takes place.

“Getting that one person to rec-
ognize a bad situation, or getting 
a friend to recognize a bad situa-
tion, to let them know where they 
can get help, that is our goal,” 
said Amy Kurrelmeyer, president 
of PARR and senior social work 
major.

Kurrelmeyer became the presi-
dent of the organization her soph-
omore year. She found out about 
the group when Dr. Jennifer Levy-
Peck, director of the Counseling 
Center, made a visit with the 
group to Kurrelmeyer’s freshman 
studies class.

PARR is a product of a merger of 
two other organizations—SABER 
and BACCHUS/GAMMA. SABER, 
or Sexual Assault Behavior 
Education Response, focused on 
the issues of sexual abuse and 
sexual assault, and BACCHUS/
GAMMA focused on the dan-
gers and risks associated with 
alcohol, and the two found them-
selves collaborating so often that 
a merger made the most sense, 
Kurrelmeyer said.

PARR meets on the first and 
third Tuesday of every month 
at 6:30 p.m. in room 229 of the 
Boling University Center. In 
the event that the meeting time 
or place has been changed, the 
updates are posted on the moni-
tors in the UC.

“We’re open to everybody,” 
Kurrelmeyer said. “Sometimes 
we get the impression that we’re 
man-bashers, and we’re not,” 
she said, adding that the vice 
president of the organization is 
a male.

The members of PARR act in 
several ways to make the UTM 
campus and community a safer 
place.

During the summer of 2006, the 
group trained 40 RAs to be peer 
educators. Kurrelmeyer attribut-
ed this opportunity in large part 
to the cooperation of Earl Wright, 
director of the Office of Student 
Housing, and Ryan Martin, assis-
tant director of Resident Life.

Becoming a peer educator is 
one of the opportunities avail-
able to those active in PARR, and 
involves becoming certified and 
collaborating with other mem-
bers of PARR in giving presen-
tations to classrooms on topics 
such as dating, sexual consent 
and making safe decisions about 
drinking, among others.

Whereas SABER had its own 
guidelines for becoming a peer 
educator, the merger led to the 
use of the BACCHUS/GAMMA 
network’s guidelines, with which 
students become nationally rec-
ognized and certified upon com-
pletion of the training. 

Along with the BACCHUS/
GAMMA training guidelines, 
which are largely similar to the 
previous SABER guidelines, 
the training is also aided by 
UTM Police Capt. and Assistant 

Director of Public Safety Ray 
Coleman and Tamika Glenn from 
the Martin Health Department, 
along with Counseling Center 
staff members.

One of the primary challenges 
that PARR has to overcome is a 
lack of interest and commitment 
from students in order to have a 
solid active group, which is cen-
tral to the group’s success.

For instance, there are almost 
always fresh faces at the group’s 
meetings, but many who come 
don’t stay involved, Kurrelmeyer 
said.

“Our biggest problem is com-
mitment from people,” she said. 
“We’re open to anybody to come 
help us, because we need it.”

The group trained 15 peer 
educators last fall, and current-
ly has about 10 active members, 
Kurrelmeyer said.

Aside from their classroom pre-
sentations, which often involve 
theatrical portrayals of difficult 
situations in order to instruct stu-
dents on how to effectively react, 
the group has also collaborated 
with several other organizations. 

Last month, PARR sponsored 
workshops with Girl Scouts of 
America, which involved instruct-
ing girls on topics relevant to their 
age groups. The younger girls, 

ages 12 and under, participated 
in a group that discussed topics 
such as leadership and healthy 
friendships, and the older group, 
those ages 12 to 18, discussed top-
ics such as healthy relationships 
and cyber safety.

Kurrelmeyer also said that hav-
ing an informed student body 
regarding the topics in which 
PARR specializes cannot be taken 
for granted. While students who 
major in fields such as psycholo-
gy and social work may be famil-
iar with the issues, students in 
unrelated fields may not be, she 
said.

Aside from the opportunities 
to be a certified peer educator 
and the chance to work alongside 
other groups and organizations, 
Kerrelmeyer still considers the 
most rewarding part of being a 
member of PARR to be the oppor-
tunity to help others.  

“Helping just one person is 
a good enough reason to keep 
PARR going,” she said.

___
On the Net:
www.utm.edu/organizations/
parr
www.bacchusgamma.org

Student group seeks to inform peers about maintaining healthy relationships

approaching gradua-
tion with the 20-hour-
per-week job that helps 
finance school, Jeanette 
Devereaux-Weber said she 
has a new pressure: begin-
ning her post-college life. 
The anthropology major 
at Lawrence University in 
Appleton, Wis., said she has 
not decided what to do.

“It doesn’t feel like look-
ing for a summer job any-
more, it’s looking for a 
career, it’s things that will 
shape everything to come,” 
she said. “Sometimes it feels 
like you have to make the 
right choice right away or 
you will be behind every-
one else.”

The poll shows a spot-

ty sense among students 
of how to find assistance 
handling pressure. Just 
over half say they are sure 
whom they would turn to 
for help. Only one in seven 
say they were very familiar 
with the counseling offered 
at their schools.

Overall, 26 percent of stu-
dents say they have consid-
ered talking to a counselor 
or getting other profession-
al help. Just 15 percent say 
they have actually done so.

“The profession needs 
to do more to make us 
more approachable,” said 
Christine Moll, a professor 
in counseling and former 
director of counseling ser-
vices at Canisius College in 

Buffalo, N.Y.
Professional help, though, 

is not atop students’ lists 
when they need help. 
Three-quarters say they 
would be most likely to 
turn to friends, nearly two-
thirds cite their parents and 
half say they would talk to 
siblings. Only one in five 
say they would seek out 
school counselors.

“I’m with a guy who just 
let me shave my head to a 
mohawk and didn’t say a 
word about it,” said Amber 
Culbertson-Faegre, a senior 
at Missouri State University 
in Springfield, Mo., who 
has seen counselors in the 
past. “He comes over and 
talks me through it” when 

pressure builds, she said.
Of the 9 percent who said 

they had considered sui-
cide in the past year, only 
half said they had consid-
ered talking to a counselor 
or professional and four in 
10 had actually received 
such help.

While 11 percent said 
they had friends who had 
tried committing suicide in 
the past year, that doesn’t 
mean there have been that 
many attempts because 
many people often know 
each individual who has 
tried.

According to the most 
recent figures from the 
federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, far 

less than one of every 100 
people age 18 to 24 tried 
to injure himself in 2006. 
There were fewer than 
3,500 suicides out of 29 mil-
lion people of that age in 
2005.

The survey was con-
ducted by Edison Media 
Research from Feb. 28-
March 6 by having 2,253 
undergraduate students fill 
out confidential forms. The 
margin of sampling error 
was plus or minus 3 per-
centage points.

The students, age 18-24, 
were handed the ques-
tionnaires at 40 randomly 
chosen four-year schools 
around the country.

To protect privacy, the 

schools where the poll 
was conducted are not 
being identified and the 
students who responded 
were not asked for their 
names. Those mentioned in 
this story were not among 
those polled and did not 
necessarily attend schools 
involved in the survey.

MtvU’s sponsorship of the 
poll is related to its work on 
“Half of Us, “ which it runs 
with the Jed Foundation, a 
nonprofit group that works 
to reduce suicide among 
young people. “Half of Us” 
is a program designed to 
raise awareness about emo-
tional problems faced by 
college students.

Stress: Continued from Cover
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Pacer Meetings

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings 
are every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. 
in Gooch 309. Come sign up 
for a story so that you can see 
your byline in next week’s 
issue of the student newspa-
per.

Women in Comm 5K Run

This Saturday, March 29 

from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
UTM Fitness Trail Women 
in Communications will be 
sponsoring a 5K walk/run to 
benefit St. Judes. The cost is 
$5 to enter and $20 to spon-
sor. T-shirst and water are 
available

33rd Annual International 

Food Fair

This year’s International 
Food Fair will be March 31st 

in the UC Ballroom at 12 p.m. 
This year, cuisine from Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East, and 
Latin America will be avail-
able. Portions are $1 to $2.

Sigma Chi Derby Days 

Talent Show

Sigma Chi is hosting a talent 
show at 6 p.m. on Thursday 
March 27. General admission 
is $2 and $1 if you’re wearing 
Greek letters. Greek points 

sign in sheets will be present. 
Proceeds go to the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute.

Students to discuss

recent mission trip

UTM students Linzie Tedford 
and Josh Gatlin will speak on 
Sunday, March 30, at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church about 
their Spring Break mission 
trip to New Orleans.

The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 

records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS 

can be contacted by calling (731) 881-7777.

03/17/2008 at 8:59 am 

– EPS – Report taken 
for theft. Investigation 
continues.

03/17/2008 at 9:34 am 

– EPS – Report taken 
for theft. Investigation 
continues.

03/17/2008 at 8:55 pm 

– University St. – Traffic 
citation issued to Turki 
Alrakan for speeding 
(Martin Municipal 
Court).

03/07/2008 at 11:33 am 

– Cooper Hall – Report 
taken for theft. Investiga-
tion continues.

03/18/2008 at 2:00 am 

– Lot 7 – Report taken 
for burglary from and 
vandalism of nine 
vehicles. Investigation 
continues.

03/18/2008 at 8:26 pm 

– Lot 13 – Report taken 
for burglary from a mo-
tor vehicle. Investigation 

continues.

03/18/2008 at 10:31 pm 

– Lee St. – Traffic cita-
tion issued to Jamaal 
Akbar for stop sign vio-
lation (Martin Municipal 
Court).

03/19/2008 at 8:35 pm 

– University St. – Traf-
fic citations issued to 
Anthony Bowles for 
registration violation 
and stop sign viola-
tion (Martin Municipal 

Court).

03/19/2008 at 9:24 pm 

– Cooper Hall – Report 
taken in reference to a 
verbal dispute.

03/20/2008 at 1:33 pm 

– Administration 

Building – Report taken 
in reference to a medi-
cal assist. Patient was 
transported to Volunteer 
Community Hospital by 
EMS.

03/20/2008 at 10:02 am 

– Cooper Hall – Report 
taken in reference to a 
fire alarm. False alarm.

03/20/2008 at 3:51 pm 

– Construction Area 

– Report taken for theft. 
Arrest made.

03/20/2008 at 10:53 pm 

– University Village 

– Report taken for a 
suspicious person in the 
area.
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the bill is sponsored by 
Rep. Randy S. Rinks, a 
UT Martin alumnus from 
Savannah and chairman of 
the Democratic Caucus.

Calls on Monday to Rinks’ 
Nashville office were not 
immediately returned.

Implementing computer 
network blocking software 
would require a one-time 
expense of $9.5 million, 
according to the bill’s fiscal 
note.

Such a system would cost 
the University of Tennessee 
system $200,000 and an 
additional $75,000 to pay for 
a staff member to monitor 
the university’s computer 
networks.

First-year costs to the 

Tennessee Board of Regents 
would be about $9.3 million 
with a recurring cost of $1.6 
million to pay for 21 work-
ers to monitor the computer 
networks at the state’s pub-
lic universities and colleges 
that aren’t part of the UT 
system.

Sen. Tim Burchett, a 
Republican from Knoxville, 
the bill’s principal sponsor 
in the Senate, said, “The 
concept is simple: You don’t 
take or give away what’s 
not yours. Yet, somehow, 
an entire generation has 
missed this message.”

“We know that our tax-
payer-funded university 
computing resources are 
being abused for theft,” 

Burchett wrote in a column 
in The Tennessean news-
paper on Monday. “That 
theft is disproportionately 
hurting Tennessee and our 
community of musicians, 
songwriters, record labels 
and countless others.”

Shannon Burgin, UT 
Martin’s chief information 
officer and assistant vice 
chancellor, did not return 
a message Monday seeking 
comment on how the uni-
versity would conform to 
the bill if it becomes law.

Another UTM alum-
nus, Sen. Lowe Finney, D-
Jackson, became one of the 
bill’s sponsors on Monday 
before the Senate floor 
vote.

Downloading: Continued from Cover
He copes by staying 

focused and playing and 
writing music.

“I heard more people 
in high school talk about 
suicide than in college,” 
DeWaters said.

Time management seems 
to be a common stressor 
among UTM students, some-
thing parent and agriculture 
professor Tim Burcham 
affirmed.

“(My daughter’s) primary 
stressor is procrastination,” 
Burcham said. “She thrives 
off the energy of working in 
the all-guns-blazing mode.”

UTM librarian and 
museum director Richard 
Saunders said his children 
“simply try to do too much.”

Some students seek coun-
sel in therapists or religion.

“Students’ primary stress 
is class, work and tests,” said 
UTM staff counselor Alicia 
E. Maya. “They just become 
overwhelmed and they don’t 
ask for help.”

One unique stressor for 
Martin, Maya said, is the 
ever-looming threat of stu-
dents losing their lottery 
scholarships.

Maya also said UTM stu-
dents are no different from 
the random collegians polled 
by the AP; some turn to the 
bottle for comfort.

“Some try to drink or drug 
the problem away here,” 
Maya said. “Others try to 
use avoidance. They put the 

problem up on a shelf and 
ignore it.”

Maya recommends pin-
pointing problems and 
addressing them as they 
come up.

Rev. Morgan Owen, a cam-
pus minister for the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry, said he 
finds many students stressed 
out by relationships.

“They are getting busy 
with school work and rela-
tionships or lack of rela-
tionships cause the stress,” 
Owen said. “Lack of priori-
ties is another stressor, the 
need to figure out what is 
important.”

UTM Stress: Continued from Cover



 David Hampton,  A&E Editor • E-mail: pacer_features@utm.eduutmpacer.com

March 25, 2008 Page 7

UTM student to debut feature film
David Hampton

A&E Editor

Take organized 
crime, drug cartels, 
loan sharks and a lib-
eral dose of “Miami 
Vice” sensibility, and 
bring it to life with 
computer graphics an-
imation. 

Imagine that and 
you may have an idea 
of the latest feature-
length film created 
by one of UT Martin’s 
own.

Casey McCasland, a ju-
nior political science major 
from Savannah, Tenn., pro-
duced and directed “Power 
of the Night” over the past 
several months, and will 
host a screening this Thurs-
day at 8 p.m. in room 229 of 
the UC.

The event will be free, or 
students can pay $1 to enjoy 
concessions with the show.

The movie tells the tale of 
a retired cop who returns to 
the streets to seek revenge 
for his best friend, who was 
murdered by a criminal 
with ties to the drug trade. 
The story unfolds with 
twists of love, betrayal and 
revenge.

The film, McCasland’s 
second feature-length cre-
ation, was largely inspired 
by the classic TV cop drama 
“Miami Vice,” one of Mc-
Casland’s favorite shows.

“‘Miami Vice’ was a cop 
show unlike anything ever 
seen on TV and still remains 
that way,” McCasland said. 
“It was the father of mod-
ern cop shows and defined 
the genre.”

The movie, which runs 
one hour and 15 minutes, 
was created with CGI, or 
computer-generated imag-
ery, a time consuming pro-
cess of designing scenes, 
dubbing voiceovers and 
overlaying audio effects.

The result is smooth-
streaming visuals and crisp 
sound, complete with white 
sports coats and a metro at-
mosphere. 

The voice acting in the 
film is done primarily by 
UTM students, includ-
ing Carrie Lavery, Ashley 
Hutton, Josh Zabel, Jon 

Quinn, Jennifer Tutor and 
Jern LaRanzia Tharpe. 
McCasland also provides 
voiceovers for the movie, 
along with Adis Kurtalic 
and Ed James.

The movie also boasts a 
soundtrack of classic songs 
that will take you back to 
the heyday of Don John-
son himself, including 80s 
hits from such icons as Phil 
Collins and Don Henley, 
among others.

“It plays as a character in 
the movie and not just back-
ground noise,” McCasland 
said of the soundtrack. “It 
fills in where the dialogue 
of the story doesn’t and 
makes for a movie that you 
will remember.”

The movie’s title itself 
was fashioned to ring true 
with the overall theme.

“I wanted something 
cheesy but classy as well,” 
McCasland said of the title 
“Power of the Night.” “It 
fit the setting of the movie 
which was the hot summer 
days on the beaches of Mi-
ami and the ecstatic atmo-
sphere of the streets of the 
city at night.”

The film was originally 
christened “Shadows of the 
Night,” but McCasland held 
a radio poll and “Power of 
the Night” won out with a 
landslide majority of sup-
port from online voters.

McCasland wrote the 
screenplay with help from 
Carrie Lavery, the film’s 
assistant director. When 
asked about staying fo-
cused to complete such an 
intense project, McCasland 
said he’s driven by his belief 
in the art of storytelling.

McCasland has received 
plaudits for his previous ef-

forts, taking third place last 
spring at SAC’s Student Film 
Festival with “The Dead of 
Night,” a short zombie flick 
inspired by the body farm 
at UT Knoxville.

Another of his short films, 
“Tears of the Eagle,” which 
depicts the reaction of a 
small college community 
after a nuclear attack, also 
placed in two other inde-
pendent short film festivals 
for the “Post-apocalyptic” 
category.

Despite his dedication to 
the craft, McCasland main-
ly considers filmmaking to 
be his hobby.

“I do this to entertain and 
try to bring the magic of 
the days when comedy was 
funny, romance was roman-
tic and drama was actually 
dramatic,” he said.

McCasland also believes 
that the future of filmmak-
ing lies in the hands of inde-
pendent and fresh-minded 
amateurs, and that movie 
trends will soon rely more 
on outsider creativity than 
on monetary resources or 
studio access.

“The media needs to un-
derstand that the future of 
films are not those in stu-
dios with millions of dol-
lars and big sets,” he said. 
“The future of moviemak-
ing will occur because of 
people like me who have 
a little to none budget but 
have ideas.”

“As long as there are 
ideas there will be movies,” 
he said.
___
On the Net, with movie 
trailer:
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
p a g e s / P o w e r - o f - t h e -
Night/9894840263

‘Power of the Night’ will be shown for free this Thursday in the UC

PAULA KENNEDY / The Pacer

PAULA KENNEDY / The Pacer

KATIE MERCURI / The Pacer

Catrina Rose, seen here with one of her paintings, describes her work as being 
not necessarily intended to evoke emotion, but primarily for aesthetic and enter-
tainment value. After graduation she plans to soon hold more exhibits of her 
artwork.

Chi-Yun Huang’s exhibit features graphic designs and painting, including the 
work “Old Large Poster,” at left. She says in her artist statement that her word 
view and artwork has been largely influenced by her travels and by her parents’ 
efforts in instill in her a global world view since her childhood.

Cheryl DeYeso’s artwork includes paintings and graphic designs. A graphic 
design major, DeYeso has a strong interest in computers and graphic design soft-
ware, but also has a passion for painting and other forms of visual art.

Students Rose, Huang and DeYeso share artwork at senior exhibits

Courtesy of Casey McCasland

Staff Reports

The current senior art ex-
hibits, located in the Fine 
Arts Gallery, feature the 
products of three UT Mar-
tin senior artists whose 
works include paintings, 
graphic designs and works 
in assorted other media.

The artists are Catrina 
Rose, Chi-Yun Huang and 
Cheryl DeYeso, and their 
exhibits will be on display 
through March 30.

Catrina Rose says in her 
artist statement that her 
work often depicts the hu-
man figure in animated 
positions while emphasiz-
ing natural curves. Her 
works are also brought to 
life by rich, vibrant colors. 
She also says that they are 
somewhat reminiscent of 
Varga’s pin ups.

“My work is described as 
sexy, flirty and fun,” her 
statement says. “I approach 
the figure with smooth, 
curved lines and animated 
features.”

She also says that her 
work is not necessarily 
meant to convey a particu-
lar message or emotion, but 
that they are mostly created 
with the intention of hav-
ing aesthetic and entertain-

ment value.
“It is simply there to en-

tertain and be enjoyed,” her 
statement says.

Rose plans on hosting 
more exhibits of her own in 
the near future.

Chi-Yun Huang’s works 
include paintings and 
graphic design produc-
tions. 

Huang grew up in Taipei, 
the largest city in Taiwan, 
which she describes as a 
place of great cultural di-
versity. She mentions in her 
artist statement that each 
indigenous people have 
their own distinct styles of 
costume, cloth weaving, 
pottery and woodcarving.

She also mentions that 
her travels have largely in-
formed her sense of culture 
and diversity, and that her 
parents instilled within her 
a sense of the diversity of 
the world. She also credits 
these experiences as having 
an impact on her artwork.

“When I was a child, my 
parents always cultivated 
in me a global world view,” 
her statement says. “I be-
lieve all my lessons from 
this global world view and 
my culture have shaped my 
approach to art.”

One of her standout works 

is the painting “Old Large 
Poster,” which resembles 
a 40s-50s era poster. The 
painting shows a stylized 
woman carrying shopping 
bags in a metro setting.

Cheryl DeYeso’s work 
largely reflects the graphic 
design facet of her studies, 
and she chose her major in 
large part because of her 
passion for computers and 
her goal to become familiar 
with the software required 
to produce professional-
level works.

“My artwork tends to be 
heavily influenced by mu-
sic and photography,” she 
said.

Her display is not limited 
to graphic designs, and also 
includes nude portraits that 
were drawn from live nude 
models.

One of her standout piec-
es is a work entitled “Mys-
tique,” which is a figure 
drawing of the titular X-
Men character, rendered in 
subtle blue pastels and rich 
shades of red.

The overall works exhib-
ited by these three artists 
can be viewed for the re-
mainder of the month, and 
also include works in ce-
ramic, acrylic, pastels and 
collage pieces.

A long time ago at a university not so far 
away... 
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LoEva Jackson
Pacer Writer

Has there ever been a time when you 
could not make up your mind as to which 
food of choice you wanted, such as pizza 
or hotdogs? 

Well, SAC can offer you both of them. 
The organization is sponsoring their an-
nual eating contest Tuesday, March 24 at 
7:30 p.m. in Watkins Auditorium. 

SAC has ordered over 100 hotdogs and 
pizzas and they are looking for the person 
who can devour the most.

This opportunity is for all UTM students 
and free to all students to attend. 

The food is initially for those who are 
competing, but any that may be left over 
will possibly be distributed to those who 
attend the showdown. 

There will be prizes for the top three par-
ticipants. 

To anyone who would like to attend, 
send SAC an e-mail at sac@utm.edu or 
write them on Facebook, just title the sub-
ject “eating contest.” 

If you are in a hurry and do not have 
them time to send an e-mail, please don’t 
let this stop you from participating or at-
tending, just show up and fill out a regis-
tration form. Remember, SAC events are 
free to all UTM students.

SAC slated to host annual eating contest Comic Buzz Sutherland to visit UTM this week

Great venue for the Ramen-worn student

Heather McLean

Pacer Writer

After attending her first 
dance class at the age of 
ten, she was hooked for 
life.  Two dance master’s 
degrees later, she is now 
the single professor of the 
first dance education pro-
gram in Tennessee.   

“I don’t feel like I’m going 
to work,” said Claudia 
Morris, Professor of Dance 
Education.  Morris arrived 

at UTM four years ago after 
teaching dance at numer-
ous universities across the 
country.  She was even the 
first American to teach jazz 
dance in Hungary.  

“One bit of advice for 
every student is to go stick 
yourself somewhere where 
you don’t know the lan-
guage,” Morris said.  “The 
experience is just incredi-
ble.”  Being half Hungarian, 
Morris is now very proud 
that she can speak fluent 

Hungarian which is the 
third hardest language to 
learn.  

While in one of her dance 
classes at the University of 
Arizona, Morris realized 
that her true talent was 
teaching.  “I bet I could 
communicate it (dance) bet-
ter,” Morris said.  This was 
the reason she pursued two 
master’s degrees in dance 
from the University of 
Arizona.  

“You have to be very 

versatile,” Morris said.  
Ballet is Morris’ favorite, 
but she teaches all types of 
dance.  She often has her 
students teach each other.  
She believes teaching each 
other allows her students to 
grasp the material better.  

She also believes in allow-
ing her students to show-
case their talent.  That is 
why Thursday, March 27 
her students are perform-
ing “Babel Unraveling” in 
the Harriet Fulton Theatre.  

“It is so satisfying to see 
how they (students) have 
worked so hard for that 
moment on stage,” Morris 
said.  However, she did 
explain that dance is a pro-
cess, not just performance.  
Morris definitely is in the 
right field because her 
favorite part of dance is the 
process.      

Besides dance, Morris 
loves music and traveling.  
She also admits that she is 
a big Star Trek fan.  She is 

engaged to be married in 
the summer.  “Lately plan-
ning a wedding is my big-
gest hobby,” Morris said.   

Her mother was involved 
in theater and her father 
was a college professor.  
When Claudia went to that 
first dance class at age 10, 
she didn’t realize she was 
destined to be a dance edu-
cation professor.  “Now I 
am both.” 

LoEva Jackson

Pacer Writer

Which Buzz is your favorite? Buzz Suther-
land, a well known comedian for his Daffy 
Duck voice impressions, will be perform-
ing at UT Martin on Tuesday, March 24 at 
9:09 p.m. in Watkins Auditorium. 

He is also known for his choice value 
of either the corporate comedy or the col-
lege comedy. Corporate comedy is used for 
businesses that are having seminars and 
need a source of relief. Sutherland’s corpo-
rate shows consist of better ways to enjoy 
your job and things that may entice the 
business side of the world. 

The college comedy shows consist of 
things that appeal to college students. 
Sutherland’s shows are known to be origi-
nal, and no show is ever the same. 

Come out and see which one he’ll choose 

on Tuesday. 

More upcoming SAC events

Wednesday, March 24 SAC will be host-
ing a Café House in the game room in the 
UC for a free talent show. There will be 
singing, poetry and music. The show be-
gins at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, March 27 – UNO Tournament 
in the student life building. The game 
begins at 7 p.m., and registration begins 
at 6:30. There will be prizes awarded to 
persons coming in first, second and third 
places. Those competing must be a UTM 
student.

Sunday, March 30 SAC will host a free 
showing of “Why Did I Get Married?” The 
showings are at 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Those 
who attend also get a free bag of popcorn. 
Remember that ALL events hosted by SAC 
are free to all UTM students.  

Dance instructor looks forward to upcoming student performance

Melissa Kimble

Pacer Writer

On March 19th the Hortense Parrish Writ-
ing Center presented Celebrating Women 
Writers: A Literary Reading in Recognition 
of Women’s History Month. For several 
years now, the writing center has celebrat-
ed Women’s History Month with a literary 
reading of women writers.  

Jenna Wright, Writing Center Coordina-
tor, said that women have been important 
contributors to literature, and Women’s 
History Month gives the center an oppor-
tunity to call attention to some of their 
work. 

Writers were chosen from diverse geo-
graphical heritages and times, as well as 
from a broad spectrum of genres, includ-
ing fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. 

Toni Morrison, Mary Shelley, Susan 
Glaspell, Eudora Welty, Jane Austin, Maya 
Angelou, Joan Didion and 
Emily Bronte were the 
writers featured in this 
literary reading. The read-
ers included six students, 
two faculty members and 
the chair of the English 
Department, Dr. Lynn Al-
exander, who presented a 
reading on Mary Shelley. 

Students Sigrid Lille-
gard, Laruen Rogers, Al-
lison Puckett, Ann Sted-
man, Ashley Harris and 
Melissa Goldfuss partici-
pated in the program. 

Not only was the reading intended to 
celebrate women writers during the month 

set aside to honor them, but it also showed 
just how much of an impact women writ-

ers have had throughout 
history.

“For many years, lit-
erature was dominated 
by male writers, but to-
day women writers have 
the opportunity to be as 
successful as their male 
counterparts.  Some of 
the women writers we 
celebrated at the reading 
were influential in bring-
ing about those oppor-
tunities because of the 
quality of their writing 

and the courage they showed in compet-
ing in the literary world,” said Wright, who 
also helped coordinate the program. 

Ashley Harris read  “The Year of Magi-
cal Thinking” by Joan Didion, a non-fic-
tion book that she is currently reading for 
Jenna Wright’s non-fiction workshop. Har-
ris read the first few pages of chapter one 
because they clearly convey Didion’s voice 
as a writer and her initial reaction to the 
loss of her husband.

“Often times, women’s experiences dif-
fer greatly from men’s, especially in early 
American writings,” said Harris on why 
she feels women writers are important. 
“Without women writers, we would have 
a distorted view of both history and real-
ity.”

At the conclusion of the reading, attend-
ees were encouraged to celebrate women 
writers during Women’s History Month, as 
well as all year long.  

Writing Center recognizes women writers at reading for Women’s History Month

UTM professor reflects on accomplishments, anticipates students’ upcoming performance ‘Babel Unraveling’

“Without women 
writers, we would 

have a distorted view 
of both history and 

reality.”

- Ashley Harris

UTM student
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Find your favorite celeb online
From the Geek Corner

Arstechnica.com

Blogs have been an 
important past time 

for many people ever since 
the explosion of Friendster 
and then MySpace in the 
late 1990’s and the early 
part of this decade. 

I have written before 
about the importance of 
keeping a blog and The 
Pacer has even started its 
own blog to stay ahead of 
the curve in emerging tech-
nology. Additionally, it is 
important to note that read-
ing blogs in an interesting 
way to understand the lives 
of your friends and family 
or to get a unique perspec-
tive about a certain topic. 
However, one 
aspect of blog-
ging usually 
goes unno-
ticed and that 
is the blogs out 
there kept by 
celebrities. 

Usually peo-
ple like to read 
what is going 
on in the lives 
of their friends and check 
out their MySpace blogs or 
Facebook notes. However, 
if you happen to be a fan 
of certain television stars 
or movie actors they also 
have blogs.

I will use Zach Braff as an 
example. His MySpace blog 
gets a great deal of atten-
tion from fans. Typically 
Braff writes about his day-
to-day work on the show 
Scrubs, but he also keeps 
fans informed about other 
projects he is working on. 
If you are a Zach Braff fan 
then reading his blog can 

be an interesting way to 
get inside Braff’s head and 
gather inside knowledge 
about what is going on in 
his personal and profes-
sional life. 

Also, Braff is not the 
only celebrity that keeps 
a blog. An assortment of 
other celebs keep blogs as 
well. Additionally, people 
with quasi-celebrity sta-
tus keep blogs that can be 
read. For example, billion-

aire Richard 
Branson keeps 
a very interest-
ing blog on his 
own web site. 
This just goes 
to show that 
celebrities and 
public figures 
alike keep 
blogs that are 
worth looking 

into. 
If you are a fan of a cer-

tain celebrity then take a 
second to search for that 
person on Google or Yahoo 
and look around to see if 
they host a blog. It can be a 
really exciting way to get to 
know your favorite celeb-
rity in a unique way. 

So, in closing, it is impor-
tant to note that blogs have 
multiple functions and can 
serve different purposes 
that may stray from their 
stereotypical presence on 
the web.

“If you happen 

to be a fan of a 

certain celebrity 

they also have 

blogs.”

theTechnophile
  • E-mail: pacer_tech@utm.eduwww.utmpacer.com

Connec
ting UTM 

to the

connec
ted world.

Charlie McIntosh, Tech Editor

Jon-

Michael

St. Amant 
Technology 
Columnist

Console Wars: Finding out which system is the best fit for you
Katie Mercuri

Pacer Writer

Video games are the 
eternal college pastime and 
most college students pick 
playing video games over 
homework all the time. 
Twenty dollars is a lot of 
money to a college student, 
so spending $250 is a big 
deal. 

It is hard to tell which 
console is right for you, but 
doing some research will 
make it a more enjoyable 
experience.

First, the types of 
consoles that are out there 
are different and can help 
in identifying the type of 
gamer that you are. 

The Wii from Nintendo is 
a console that brags “pick 
up and play.” This means 
a grandmother can buy the 
system and go bowling and 
throw out her back all in 
one hour. At $250, anyone 
can save up for this one.  

The Wii also has the 
ability to browse the 
Interweb along with one-
click weather and news. For 
someone who doesn’t have 
the money for a computer 
but just wants to get online, 
this is a great option.

A unique aspect of the 
Wii is that it is backwards 
compatible with the 
Nintendo GameCube. 
What does this mean for 
the gamer? If you buy or 
already have a controller 
for the GameCube and 
games, you can play them 
on your Wii and retire that 
old system.

If you do not own a 
GameCube, but are itching 
to play “Castlevania,” you 
can download it, among 
others, through Wii’s online 
capabilities and play to 
your heart’s content. 

The Wii library of 

games ranges from light-
hearted dancing games 
like “Boogie” to stylized 
sword-fighting games like 
“No More Heroes.” It is 
impressive and has many 
great platform exclusives 
like the Mario, Donkey 
Kong and Metroid Prime 
franchises.

“If you’ve been clamoring 
for an all-purpose next-
generation multimedia 
box with blinding HD 
graphics, the Wii will be 
a disappointment. But 
Nintendo didn’t intend 
to compete in that arena 
anyway: the Wii is focused 
squarely on 
delivering fun 
and innovative 
game play, 
leaving Sony 
and Microsoft 
to battle it out 
at the high 
end,” says Will 
Greenwald of 
CNET.com. 

Next, there 
is the Xbox 
360. Their 
downloadable content, Xbox 
LIVE, is their biggest selling 
point in many of their ads. 
From their Marketplace, 
you can download movies, 
television shows, game 
demos and expansion 
packs. 

Besides the Marketplace, 
which has more features 
than can be mentioned 
here, the actual system is 
pretty amazing. There are 
three different versions 
of the 360—the Arcade, 
the original 360 and Elite. 
The system prices jump 
up about $100, with prices 
starting at $279.99 for the 
Arcade. 

The Arcade comes with 
a disk of games including 
“Uno,” “Zuma,” and 
“Feeding Frenzy,” but it 

does not have the larger 
internal memory like the 
other two versions. It has 
a 256MB memory, which 
is like that of a jump drive. 
The original 360 has internal 
memory of 20GB and the 
Elite has 120 GB. 

Some exclusives for 
the Xbox 360 include the 
popular “Gears of War,” the 
“Halo” series and “Mass 
Effect.” 

The graphics are better 
than the Wii, but not as nice 
as the Playstation 3. The 
Xbox puts out quite a bit of 
energy playing games with 
all these pretty graphics, 

which require 
the user to lay 
the system 
on its side 
because of the 
side vents, 
and allow it to 
stay cool. Over 
heating may 
be a problem 
if played too 
long. 

The Xbox 
360, like it 

predecessor, plays DVDs, 
and you do not have to 
buy any accessories to play 
them. 

Finally, the most 
expensive: Playstation 3. The 
Playstation by far has the 
most impressive graphics 
engine, but the price 
indicates that at $399.99 for 
the 40GB version. There is 
an 80GB version as well for 
those with no friends.  

Playstation did jump into 
the DVD battle, and won, 
as it supports the Blu-ray 
Disc format. You can get a 
Blu-ray DVD player for that 
much, and this one plays 
video games, too.  

If you already have a 
PSP, the handheld from 
Playstation, the official 
site boasts some really fun 

features that connect the 
PSP to the PS3. “PS3 and 
PSP can work together in a 
variety of ways. Consumers 
can transfer content from 
the PSP to Playstation 3 via 
Memory Stick or USB. PSP 
users are able to access the 
hard drive of their PS3 from 
anywhere in the world 
utilizing a wi-fi hotspot and 
the system’s Remote Play 
feature,” according to the 
product’s Web site.

The Playstation 3 is the 
only system that lacks the 
online community. This is a 
huge setback for the system 
when cheaper consoles have 
had an online community 
since their creation. 

For people who have 
always had a Playstation, 
their exclusives, such as 
“God of War,” will be 
missed if the company 
decides not to take them to 
the PS2 as well as the PS3. 

Overall, identifying the 
type of gamer is crucial to 
choosing the console. If you 
are the kind of gamer who 
enjoys games that you do 
not die a bloody death in 
and are not looking to spend 
too much money, the Wii 
and even the Xbox Arcade 
will be a good choice. 

Hardcore gamers can 
look into buying the Xbox 
360 original or Elite, and the 
Playstation 3. Both systems 
have really strong libraries 
of games tuned into a 
serious gamer’s wants and 
needs. The decider for most 
is the price, and the winner 
overall is hard to decide 
between the Wii and Xbox 
360. 

If this is your first dabble 
in video games or you are 
looking into buying one 
for someone special, do 
research and keep in mind 
the overall features of each 
system. 

“...identify-

ing the type 

of gamer is 

crucial to 

choosing the 

console”

David Hampton

Pacer Writer

While mindlessly surfing 
the Web this weekend, I 
happened upon a site that 
stood out among the sea of 
mediocre pages that flood 
the Internet.

“Ars Technica: The Art 
of Technology” is a great 
resource for all things 
technology related, and 
includes news stories, 
guides for assorted tech-
related topics and articles 
addressing current issues 
in the realm of technology.

One notable section of 
the site, entitled “Law and 
Disorder,” deals only with 
contemporary legal issues 
concerning technology. This 
particular section is a good 
place to find humorously 
editorialized stories about 
the legal system’s ongoing 
attempts to come to terms 
with the issues that arise 
in the tech world. Current 
articles cover topics ranging 
from proposed legislation 
regarding music piracy 
among college students 
to the FBI’s efforts to catch 
online pedophiles.

The “Guides” section 
of the page is a place for 
the site’s editors to offer 
recommendations and 
new ideas to its readers 

regarding topics that range 
from where to start when 
building a new PC to how 
to make your computer 
friendlier to the energy 
conservation effort.

And for those who are 
loyal to Apple and enjoy 
keeping up with what’s 
new with the company, 
“Ars Technica” also has a 
section devoted exclusively 
to Apple-related articles 
and news stories.

To top off the depth and 
span of the content the 
site has to offer, it is also 
pleasing to the eye. The 
overall look of the page is 
really a step above what a 
casual Internet search will 
usually unearth, complete 
with premium quality 
graphics and a layout that 
is understandable and 
dynamic at the same time.

Aside from the site’s 
content and its aesthetic 
value, “Ars Technica” also 
stands out as being easy 
to navigate. Whether you 
have in mind a specific topic 
you want to catch up on or 
you’re just passing some 
time, the site’s interface and 
news feeds make finding an 
interesting subject a breeze.

___
On the Net:
www.arstechnica.com
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Triple play spoils Skyhawks’ 

hopes in OVC opening series
UTM Athletic

Communications

Every time something 
good happened for the UT 
Martin baseball team at 
Samford on Saturday, some-
thing managed to creep up 
and douse the momentum.

UTM jumped out to a 4-1 
lead after three innings but 
were unable to hold onto 
that lead and lost 12-5.

Senior Chris Rezabek 
opened the third inning 
with a single to left field, 
while Shayne Martin 
and Kyle Dudley reached 
on errors. Junior Scott 
Gladstone drove in the 
tying run with a single up 
the middle. The Skyhawks 
scored their second run of 
the inning when Martin 
scored on a fielder’s choice 
by Miles Hartsfield. Dudley 
scored on another Samford 
error and Drew Mason 
drove in Gladstone when 
he hit into a fielder’s choice. 
The Skyhawks scored four 
runs on three hits and two 
errors in the inning.

Samford answered back 
in the bottom of the third 
with five runs on five hits. 
UTM starter West Patterson 
gave up two doubles and 
three singles in the inning 
before junior Lin Cates 
bailed him out.

Samford scored two more 
runs in the bottom of the 
fifth inning to take an 8-4 
lead.

The Skyhawks added a 
run in the top of the seventh 
when Gladstone opened the 
inning with a solo home 
run, his first of the sea-
son. Miles Hartsfield and 
Patterson followed with 
back-to-back singles, but 
the rally came to a screech-
ing halt when Drew Mason 
hit into a triple play.

“We had chances to do 
plenty of good things in 
this game,” said Bubba 
Cates, UTM’s head coach.

Samford blew the game 
open with four runs on 
three hits and two errors 
in the bottom of the eighth 
inning.

Michael Marseco led 
Samford at the plate with 
his 3-for-5 effort. He also 
had four RBI and two runs 
scored. John Morgan went 
3-for-4 with two RBI and 
one run scored. Samford 
had 12 hits in the game.

Gladstone led the UTM 
hitters. The junior trans-
fer from Parkland College 
was 2-for-5 at the plate 
with a home run, two RBI 
and two runs scored. Miles 
Hartsfield, Patterson, Mark 

Hartsfield and Rezabek 
also had two hits each as 
the Skyhawks piled up 12 
hits in the game.

“I thought we stayed in 
the game and played hard,” 
Cates said.

The Skyhawks fall to 1-
16 on the year and 0-3 in 
the OVC while Samford 
improves to 12-7 overall 
and 3-0 in the league stand-
ings.

The Skyhawks return to 
action at 3 p.m. on Tuesday 
when they host Arkansas 
State at Skyhawk Field. They 
will also travel to Southern 
Illinois on Wednesday and 
host a three-game OVC 
series against Southeast 
Missouri State on Saturday 
and Sunday.

Sophomore Shayne Martin squares around to bunt. 
The Skyhawks were swept at Samford in their first OVC 
series of the season. (Pacer Photo/Emily Yocum)

Softball falls victim to first 
OVC series sweep of season

UTM Athletic

Communications

The UT Martin softball 
team fell 6-3 at Jacksonville 
State Saturday afternoon in 
the finale of a three-game 
series. 

The Gamecocks were able 
to out-hit the Skyhawks 10-7 
and limit the timely hits for 
the Skyhawks. For UTM, 
freshman Blayn Bollman 
registered her first colle-
giate hit with a long ball 
over the left field wall.

In the top of the first 
inning, Megan Williams 
reached on a two-out single 
and stole second to get into 
scoring position early in the 
game. The Skyhawks were 
unable to take advantage 
as Laurie Lindow’s shot 
to right field was snagged 
on a diving catch from 
Gamecock second baseman 
Courtney Underwood.

In the bottom of the first 
the Gamecocks were able to 
gain the early advantage on 

a Rachel Fleming homerun 
to deep center. They added 
to that advantage again in 
the second inning when 
Allie Barker hit a homerun 
to left, giving them a 2-0 
lead.

The Skyhawks were able 
to cut into the Gamecocks 
lead in the third inning 
when Kelsey Davis reached 
base and then came around 
to score on a Chelsea Cary 
single, making the deficit 
only 2-1. But in the bottom 
half of the third Jacksonville 
State was able to post three 
more runs, highlighted 
by a Nikki Prier homer. 
Jacksonville State added 
a sixth run in the fourth 
inning when Jackie Jarman 
led the inning off with 
a single and later came 
around to score.

Bollman recorded her 
first collegiate hit with a 
two-run homer to left in 
the fifth inning to cut the 
Gamecocks lead to only 6-
3. Davis led the inning off 

with her second hit of the 
day before coming around 
to score on the Bollman 
homer. That would be the 
last run of the game, as the 
Skyhawks suffered their 
first series sweep of the 
year.

Paij Lintz took the loss for 
UTM, giving up five runs 
on four hits in 2.1 innings 
pitched. Kara Harper came 
on in relief, giving up six 
hits in 3.2 innings and 
striking out three.

With the loss, UTM falls 
to 13-15 on the year and 1-4 
in Ohio Valley Conference 
action. Jacksonville State 
improved to 15-8 overall 
and 3-1 in the OVC.

The Skyhawks return to 
action Tuesday when they 
travel to Austin Peay for a 
pair of mid-week contests. 
First pitch in Clarksville is 
set for 3 p.m. They also 
have a home series against 
Eastern Illinois on Saturday 
and Sunday.

Women’s tennis picks up second OVC win
UTM Athletic

Communications

The Skyhawk women’s 
tennis team picked up their 
second conference victory 
of the season Friday against 
Eastern Illinois University, 
downing the Panthers 4-3.

The win improved UT 
Martin’s record to 2-2 in 
the Ohio Valley Conference 
and 3-7 overall.

Junior Sara Leavy won 
her first OVC singles victo-
ry of the year against EIU, 
defeating Natalie Martin 
6-2, 6-1 at the No. 2 spot. 
Sophomores Martie Wahl 
and Belisa de Brito won their 
second conference singles 
matches of the season, with 

victories at the No. 3 and 
No. 4 spots, while junior 
Ernestine Koornhof added 
her third OVC victory at 
the No. 5 seed. Senior Mary 
Beth Gunn nearly pulled 
off a win at No. 6 doubles, 
losing in three tight sets 7-
6, 6-7, 10-8.

Senior Elizma Schoonees 
lost her first OVC No. 1 
singles contest, 6-2, 6-3, 
to the Panthers’ Sandra 
Sasidharan, the No. 1 wom-
en’s player in the confer-
ence, as voted on by the 
league’s head coaches in a 
preseason poll.

Schoonees also lost her 
first conference No. 1 dou-
bles match at EIU. Martin 
and Hayley Homburg 

handed Schoonees and 
Koornhof just their third 
overall loss of the season.

The Skyhawks also lost 
the No. 2 and No. 3 doubles 
contests, giving the doubles 
point to EIU. Friday’s match 
marked just the third time 
this year that the Skyhawks 
were swept in doubles com-
petition.

It was the first OVC 
match of the season for the 
Panthers, who dropped their 
record to 7-3 overall and 0-1 
in the OVC in Friday’s loss 
to the Skyhawks.

UTM will travel to 
Middle Tennessee State on 
Saturday and host OVC 
opponent Tennessee Tech 
on Sunday at 2 p.m.

Soccer team breaks from spring practice to visit children’s ward
Heather Peterson

Pacer Writer

Last Tuesday the UT 
Martin soccer team vis-
ited the Ayer’s Children’s 
Medical Center at Jackson-
Madison County General 
Hospital, a place designed 
to provide high quality 
compassionate healthcare 
to the children of West 
Tennessee.

“It was very rewarding to 

see the smiles on the kids’ 
faces,” said Skyhawk head 
coach Craig Roberts of the 
children’s ward visit.

The team had held a jug-
gle at a basketball game 
earlier this year in Martin 
to raise money for toys, 
games and candy for the 
children.

“We held a juggle at a 
UTM basketball game, 
and money was collected 
from sponsors and oth-

ers,” Roberts said. “With 
the donations raised at the 
juggle, we donated a por-
tion to the hospital and a 
portion went to our pro-
gram.”

The team also took gifts to 
each patient staying in the 
children’s ward and donat-
ed other toys to the play-
room for future patients.

“At the basketball game, 
they passed a bucket 
around for donations. With 

that money the girls pur-
chased games and toys 
that the coordinator there, 
Rachel Ryan, had expressed 
the children would like to 
have,” Roberts said.

“There was a collection 
of cuddly toys that the girls 
brought with them, and 
they went into the room of 
the patients and allowed 
kids to reach in and pull 
out one toy of their choice 
which obviously made 

them very happy.”
The team always enjoys 

giving back to the commu-
nity.

“This is something of a 
tradition where we try to 
do something in the com-
munity, something of an 
outreach where we get to 
give something back to 
some children who are 
going through some hard 
times.  Some of the girls 
found it very easy to com-

municate with them, while 
others found it more dif-
ficult because they had 
trouble seeing children suf-
fering.  We felt we contrib-
uted something and have 
already had great response 
from the hospital that the 
toys were well-received,” 
Roberts said.

Roberts also said that 
they would like to do some-
thing similar to this again 
next year.

Members of the soccer team pass out toys at the Ayer’s Children’s Medical Center at Jackson-Madison County General Hospital last Tuesday. (photo provided)


